Beyond safety and the nursing shortage: a threat to the heart of nursing.
Patient safety has been the focus of the recent debate regarding the present nursing shortage. Although important, this focus tends to be short sided. Likely, the nursing shortage threatens all aspects of patient care because it threatens the very essence of healthcare. This article briefly describes the current status of the nursing shortage and argues that this shortage is unique in a number of ways and may be leading to what futurists describe as a long-term crisis. A first-person description of nursing is included to further illustrate the threat of the shortage on the heart of patient care. Ethical questions are raised and ideas are presented, including an argument for justifying health care as a special social good.